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METROPOLITAN NEWS
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Agency seeks options on N-waste disposal

Tonawanda residents urged to find alteatives to sending material to Utah

By FARAH SAFIUDDIN
News Tonawvanda Bureau

Last week, the US. Depantment of
Energy backed away from its efforts to
consolidate nuclear waste from four
Manhattan Project sites in a cell along
the Niagara Rver.  ~

This week, it asked the local opposi-
tion to do the same — back away from
cfforts to have all the waste transported
to Utsh.

During a meeting Wednesday with
sesidents 2nd elected officials in the
DOE's Town of Tonawanda office, a
DOE official asked that both sides
come to the table for a fresh ook at
options. -

1 will promise to open vp the pro-
cess. 1 ask you to come up with other
alternatives than sending it all to Clive,

- (Utah),” said Richard Guimond, an ad-
miral in the Public Health Service and -

FUSRAP,

an official from the DOE's Office of
Environmental- Management.

At issue is about 8,000 tons of con-

taminated waste from the. Manhattan.

Project at the Seaway Landfill, two old-

Ashland Refinery properties and the

former Linde Air Products Corp.-plant -

in Tonawanda. - -

Agninst Nuclear Materials in Tonawan-
da (CANIT), opposed a DOE téchnical

study that recommended combining

most of the wasle at a storage facility
on River Road. CANIT instead has
pushed for transposting the waste to
the Uiah facility. .

The main concerns focused on

health-related issues, the environmental

impact on the river and the town's wa-
terfront development plans.

Guimond said the DOE will accept
these “key values” and asked the com-

Tonawanda,

munity to recognize a major DOE con-
cern: rmoney.

“We have 1o find a way to do this as
inexpeasively as possible,” Guimond

.said, "H we take all the material from

bere to Utad, why not do it for all the
sites (across the country).”
. Guimond sald it would cost an est-

The commuity, led by i i “P :o . mated $5 billion to transport” Manhat-

clected officials known as the ition

tan Project waste at 44 sites nationwide
to a storage facility in Utah. ’

“Keep in mind, we've got to fund a
national program,” he said. '

Legislator Charles M. Swanick, D-
Town of Tonawanda, stressed thal
there needs to be-real input from the
community.

“Usless there is a true review of op-
tions by others ‘outside of the DOE,
we’l) end up in the same situation we
had before,” ke said.

“1 hope comsideralion is given to the
neighbors of this thing,” said town resi-
deat Edmund Koval.

Site and Niagara Falls Storage Site,
Tonawanda, NY and Niagara Falls, NY, Buffalo News,

Sunday-~378,000, Date:.4/21/94 page: B-5

The move by DOE to take its rec-
ommendation off the table derails a

A ggeéss that would have resulted in a

e detision on the cleanup by next

It is still not clear exactly what bap-
pens next, said Guimond, who noted
the DOE will open a dialogue with the
community to come up with a more in-
clusive process and a new timetable.

. Those who spoke during public hear-
Ings Of ent in comménts on the or
nal DOE recommendation will proba:?v
not gel responses, Guimond said. Al-
most 650 cormments were received.

Under the ofd process, the DOE
would bave had to answer each one be-
fore mating a final record of decision.
Guimond said that is no longer neces-
sary, although he promised coucerns
would be addressed during the new
analysis,

North

Daily-312,000,
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- Will Hold an Awvailability Session for
the Tonawanda, New York Sites
Wednesday, April 20, 1994 -

4 pam. to 7 p.m. at the new

DOE Public Information Center

810 Sheridan Dr., Tonawanda
(across the street from Sheridan Park)

Representatives of the U.S. Department of Energy
{(DQE) are holding an. informal public information
session in order to answer any questions that you
might have about the environmenial cleanup of four
radicactively contaminated sites in Tongwanda.
Interested members of the public are invited to attend.

DOE has responsibility for these sites under its
Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program
'(FUSRAP). For more informaton. please call the
DOE Public Information Center at (716) 871-9660.

FUSRAP, Tonawanda, Site and Niégara Falls Storage Site, North

Tonawanda, NY and Niagara Falls, NY, Buffalo News, Daily=-312,000,
Sunday-378,000, Date 4/17/94 Page C-11
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A welcome turnaround

on a local uranium legacy
Get atomic-project waste out of Tonawanda

HE U.S. Department of Energy's “pre-

ferred aiternative” for dealing with ra-

dioactive contamination in four places
in the Town of Tonawanda turned out to be
no one else':npreference. So the department
has wisely pulled back to re-examine the is-
sue. .

Now technology may make the next an-
swer acceptable to area politicians and eiti-
zens who rightly challenged the department’s
initial conclusions during a period of time
allowed “for public comment.

At issue is what to do sbout low.level ra-
dioactive wastes from uranlum processing by
the Linde Air Products Corp. during devel-
opment of the atomic bomb in the re-
nowned Manhattan Project. The locations
arc all in the industrial west end of the
town.

The waste — officially described as “low-
grade uranium ore tallings” — is hardly the
hottest. A scparation process has lowered its

‘radioactivity. 1f inbaled or eaten, it could
cause cancer, but it docs not cause radiation
sickness, Still, it has a half-life measured in
billlons of years. It's not the sort of thing
people want in their back ‘

The department’s elaborate study looked
at six alternatives and wound up preferring
‘storage at one of the four Tonawanda loca-
tions. Most of thc wastc would be dug up
and put in a single spot encapsulated in a.
clay cell with a long-term lfe expectan

and with maintenance for as long as 1,000 .

years. .

For local people, the overwhelming pref-
creace is to get the waste out of Tonawan-
da. For good reasons, that's the right an.

swer. Heavily populated Tonawanda should
not be the location of a containment cell
that might fail in the face of acts of nature,
climate changes or human malfeasance dur-
ing the many generations it must function
properly.

rthermore, the locations are near the
Niagara River, magnifying the consequences
of 8 mishap. Finally, the town has plans to
develop the waterfront with housing, mari-
pas and various commercial uses. Radioac-
tive waste n won't help.

Fortunately, there is a licensed commer-
cial disposal facil'iy' in a lightly populated lo-
cation in Clive, Utah, that would be willing
to receive the waste. The sticking point from
the federal point of view is the cost == $59
rmillion for onesite storage versus $201 mil.
lion for rail shipment to Utah.. But the over-
all federal cost projections for cleaning up
44 old radioactive sites throughout the coun-
try have enough leeway to- handle 'the addi-
tional costs.

- It's also fortunate that department offi-
Gials are now talking about new technology
that might be able to reduce the volume of
radioactive waste at the Tonawands locs-
tions by 65 percent. There would be less to
tragsport to Utal, presumab that
alternative more attractive. The reduction
technology is to be tested in Newhmz bee’
forc being applled to the Tonawanda clean-

upFor the moment, the news is good. The
departmont has- turned away from obn-site
storage. That change is the first. step toward
a better way of deal with  Tonawanda’s
unwelcome legacy from: World War II.

North

FUSRAP, Tonawanda, Site and Niagara Falls Storage .Site,
Tonawanda, NY and Niagara Falls, NY, Buffalo News, Daily-312,000,
Sunday-378,000, Date 4/16/94 Page



i

WVIETROPGUTAN NEWS

Fonawanda waste site plans shelved

U.S. Energy Dept. tables pi

for BARBARS O BRIEN
Neoe S Repurter

The US Departaent of Facrpy no
kaoxe v conadnng comwlidating, no-
vlar wacte frwn four Manhattan Fiog-
cot vles i the Towa of Tonawanda at
vae bsorbon in the wowa,

The copantment insead will re-ex-
arare the alternatries indtially develop-
¢t ukaning up the four ses.

Thwmas P Grumbly, assstant scere-
tay {er the DOES Ofine of Trvisne-
n atal Managemeel. tdd Rep. John §.
IaFake. D Towvn of Tomawanda, of the
mey's dericn Thursday to suspend
the cuvenslation plan

“LOE Bas dedded 1o take the pro-
Mea! en-site remediztion pian for the
Yonawanua wastes toially the tahie.”
LaFaice saki. “This reopeniag is total,
271 POL bas promrxd to solxcit broad
community input in examining afl alter-
nalises

The decrion amd the plar 1o re-ex-
=rrne the altematnes wiil be ocutlned
Wt mecting 2t 4 pm. Wednesday at
the DOE's pubhc information center,
LU Shendan Dine.

LaFakz abw said Gruably akso told
bre that the Natemal Academty of Sci-
encrs will conduni ao b t re-
view of the DOE's plan to cap radwac-
tve residucs curenthy stored at the
Meeme s batl Chwwes Cis it michim
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‘The DOY s enspended the mstalla
ton of the Toag lerm cap.

“I's a step in the aight ducction,”
sad Towa of Tonsw:aida Saperviso
Cart 3 Calabrese “It'< vwtly the kind
of help we nceded from Rep. LaFat="

Calshrese, who wants the waste te-
moved from the town, s3id he &5 oo
vinced any plan to leave it there

“winild b o hupe detriment to develop
g waterfrent

Labake was aniticized publicly ot
oxnth by Calabrese and Fric County
Legislates Chastes M. Swanick, 1)-ken-
more, for “mactivity” on the issue.

Swanmh amnd Calibrese went o Ietter
to Fnrigy Secretary Hazel 'l eary,
dlaimmg hat the study win a “process
with u predetermined sealt.”

“1 would thmk the public statement
may bave bud sime inmpact,” Calubrese
sanl. “T'm pdeaced o 1 dul”

But laFakee s comvincsd the quict
appeoach & respomitide.

“They provide convincing evidence
that quict, persisten?, behind the-scenes
communicatkm and reasoning can get
the generament’s altention,” he said.

The bow kel radoacuve waste s a
legacy of th: Manhattan Progct, which
develuped the atumic bomb dusing
World Vear 1. Uranium was processed
here for Manhattan Project rescarch
other parts of the country.

Four Town of Tonawanda sites now
contain an rumuded RO wens of the
ndioactive wastes: the Seaway Iivhstii-
al Landhll, mo old A<hlund rehinery
properties and the foimer dinde Air
Froducts Corp. plant. .

A five-year DOE technical study rec-
cmmemicd (oobsning the muterials in-
to one dov kevel radsoactive waste stos-
age facibty on River Road in the town.

Residents, the town, Etic County
andt the sate Drenaetment of Faviron

Site and Niagara Falls Storage Site,

oposal for consolidation of four existing N-dumps

wental Censervabon orpose leaving the
wasic i the town. Kesidents wan: o

“sent 1o a licensed {aciity i» Utah

LaFake said shory after the DOE
ircominended pormanent starage of the
appenximately 350,000 cubic yards of
antininated sod in the town Last No-
vemiber. he questioned that solutios
with DO ofhaals

He said the DOE stedy does not ad-
cquately addiess 3 numnber of heahb-re
fated tsues, the potental mignbios o
contaminants te the nearby Nisgan
Rrvr os the 1own's waterfroot plams

The assistant seoreiny agreed to as-
ahyze the issues raced by LaFake, coc
sader implementing irpovative techerh-
gies to reduce the aorunt of wesie and
anahze the cost cf remowing that re-
duced waste, LaFake sad

The Lewiston stcrage comtans sois
contacunated by jow-level radicaciive
matcnals during the Mazhattan Project
and rrsidues of wranun processing.

The US Frviroarazatal Prosection:
Agey, and the stats departmcatr of
ealth agd Enviroerental Cosservation
dragree with the Eperpy Departoest
an s proposal {0 permasently store
the residues at Lewmsioa

A public meetiap will be hadd m 4
pm Thursday at the sne at 1397
Pletcher. Road, lewiston, (o guther
wmments and expism the we of the
National Arvdemy of Seemvee

North
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